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Egypt is currently meddling inm the internmal and interna-

e T -
tional affairs of its pext-door meighbor, Libya, im such a way

that it jeopardizes the very existence of the two-yesar old kisg-
dom, thereby threatening American and Westerm military and politi-
cal 1qterauta in its existesce and stability.

L;byn is a federated state composed of three provinces --
Tripolitania, Cyremaica apd the Yexzan. They have little natural

unity, but were comsolidated by the United Mations in Decemnber

1851 under » constitutional mosarch, Kisg Idriss, who is also the

religious head of Cyrenaica. The king offers Libya »no imspiring
leadership; in fact, he seems more interested in retiring to his
ancestral hills and allowing the infant state to diaintagrata.
His people are ecoromically poor amd largely illiterate, without
political consciousness, and the govermment depends on Pritish
: {
fipancial assistance. There are politicians and cliques but no

real administrative talent. There is, bhowever, an able, pro-

Western prime minister, Mahmoud Muntasser, presently in conflict
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with fhe king.
The situation generates serious political, ecopomic and

aduinietrative problems, apd this weak state, with poor all-

around lesdership, is conironted with pressing problems in for-

lig# aftairs. Egypt is tryimg to draw Libys firmly isto the

Arab camp; Italy, which took Libyas away from the Turks in 1811,

is tryijk ﬁn promote a treaty providiag it with a favorable settle-

ment of its property claims; and both Frapce and Britais want mili-~

tary base agreements. 25X1

The Uaited States bas a large apéd importast airbase at
Whoelus Field 16 ailes enst of Tripoli. 7The base was scquired
during the war but we have been unable to get a formal agreement
to use it. lackipg this agreeoment, we have not paid a rental fee
for its use. The Libyans have proved difficult on this subject

by coatinually raising t d appual fee apnd talkiemg about
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Awmerican infringment of their sovereigpty.
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¥e are following this course because we wapt Libya to cob-
tipue. The kimg hss no male heir, hes no natiomal leadership,
and is surrounded by poor advisers. He has imteriered so wuch
recently with the normal administration of the country- last week
he suumarily removed three top admivistrators -that Prine Minister
Nuptasser is on the verge of resignation. Should this occur, the
dissolution of the kingdom becomes a real possibility since there

is nnogﬁﬁrgntsrﬂstna in Libyan unity capable of replacing him.

Approved Fqr Release 2005/04/26 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000100050010-0




25X1

25X1 Approved Fpr Release 2005/04/26 : CIA-RDP79R0(890A000100050010-0

Egyp{ian'acttvity in Libya is not helping the situation
either. Egypi appears to be interested im achievipg a preanihant

position of imfluence im Libya. To that end, Cairo is influencing

25X1

the king and bis advisers. It is sending teachers for the local
25X1
schools and giving finmancial advice.

Libya's Arab and Koslenm character naturally inclipe it toward
the Arab states. Its aduission to the Arab League on 28 March was
accordingly a logical development which draws Libya away from the

25X1
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Yest. This adds to the disintegrating tendencies already at
work, subvertimg Libyan umity and integrity and presenting the
West with another Arab-Westerr problem. Should Cairo under the
imspiration of its ambitious Vice Premier Colomel Nasr adopt a
tougher line toward the West, it would probably reflect itself
3

in Egyptian activity in Libya.

These developments do not serve American military or politi-
cal interests ia Libya, nor do they advance the moral and polit-

ical interest that the United Nations has in the contipued ex-

istence of Libya. The situatiop accordingly is such that Libya

25X6
could break apart.

25X1

Approved For Release 2005/04/26 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000100050010-0




